I>ear Jim, 



WG/Pardon thou^ts 



9/Wl^ 



Yo^ 9/11 coiaes at an ideal time for me to try to put a few more thoughts, conjectures 
and oeliofs down, if off the top of the head and less than ideal circumstances* 

^ identification of tliia black ribbon is enclosed* Awjid it is you 

^ do not stick to a standard bj®nd you like. !2he name is tradittonal» the riblxins wero 
^ I on sale so 1 loaded up, and they soon fill the keys in* As you note in WW IV, In this 
^ jf case, having jiiot ‘^ed up what i^uained of a shoi*t oaloulator ribbob "Hil could no longer 
use in xt. I'm tz^^g an experience. I’yo halved the new ribbcai for two purpoaesi to 
ko^p wbj .^trotch Itou raijiijig ovox at tbo ux^d to 3 €n 2 .Ifg ao 0 ^ sayB* wetty 

much of the ribbcai goes with evaporatioxi, not use, 

U.3 you oill realxze frois iIib endosureis if t]»ey arc of iijtej’est, 2*ve won some and 
I ve lost soioe, Jjja^y iread mo clc-arly on "Perry t«.'5on," as did the .lawyer who, after 
reoei\'ing stifl atufi and realising I knev;, iiiaaeitjuxtei;^* iciforaed direfiy of the names 
of the reporters to whom he leaked arui a hok»d up reason, 'fhere is this consistenjOT, Jj»my 
seem a bit uptight and inst^d of tmeifying I stiffen airx lo, he comes back seeska-ir, 
ha is q^te tmctable and do<^e in rwo received today and suggests that after the 
evidontiary heruirg^os Perry may btick to his rntfcural orn-ironmnt, tiie public 
defender s ofilcc. Only if you know the dec^p contempt ‘^iio.jy has; for tliat jiarticular 
on oaii you realize the aignificaact.'. of this dry wit. 

ii&vmi t taki®. tiiae for making copies. If i'oiry keeps Ms loouth closed to the hearing 
ita,.y s c^amness is tiie i*igh,t com'sc and we are yrroo/' bex;ause wo’d fearsd tiiat 
thir. would bo diBa.ster, If there is noro, then we*ll ha'/e a better record ',<ith whichto 
do sokk; idling. In any evejxt, it is touerty, taxing, haz’d on ovoi’s trained iiervos, and I 
aupiJOse one of a nuiabx^r of factors; that make tMs an arodcus day. Hoch adventure another. 

S^e onclosfirea only. Ho failed to write T>ie Nation. JL mailed the letters, was to have 
phoned itoch last ni,^t and didn’t, and 1 made a very streaig suggestion that he not fail today. 

Vdtliour roifiading and being i;-iflu«»ic<5d by your ajxalysis m>d perhaps 

repetitiously I sugg;est that Nixon* s beginnir^ p^t was having enouf^ on Agnew to 
create a diversioriaiy crisis over him. It is not possiblo to }iave been in tM state posts 
A 4 p(iew held without being taSnt<Jd. !5?he question was developing proof, ■‘■t could be assmed 
tbit ho had beer, oii t]ix:= take, 

^e Agnew orisia was a respite for Nixcai and became a kind of Constltut|<Hial erisiB^ 

Now of all the n®x Nison could select to r»iplacQ ’^gxiew. jsicaning himaelf , why did h« 
fix on Ford to tho exclusion of all otherd. At best Foitl is nothing. In reality ia 
a no^odni^ and it ia no secret Imt it tho kind of thizig pels just don’t tajk- about# He 
reaUy isn t very bright, !i?he other crises wore on us when Nixon had to make a choice. His 
partjz has capable men in political office rnd scads in private life. Almost any decent 
person would have been approved, as long as he had but a single head and wasn't black of a 
w. Being in the ndddle of his own snrioua one and ax<are that he had brouji^t down upon 
all heads a multitude of others, tho one thing Nixon could not dare was any man vho ^uld 
o^r a rmil clioioe, one who could be prefei^d to him. So, Mu’ initial basis for picking 
lord TOs toctwapetence, !Phat to is a hack was well-knwon and an asset to Nixon, That he was 
±To:u ..he uongj^sn i-iasmt notliing but. asHured no cfcince of any opposit ion . 

uu -/S pa^ can come up with a rather large .^election of dumduos, Nixon* 3 need. 

hy ord and not or^ of ths others t'mwi? It could be because M apjxears to M a dccsait 
guy, m ^^t, but if tliere is any one added reason tlmt inilicated him it had to be what Nixon 
knew he had on h3Js, What I have Ih sufficiently emteirrassing and a little more -teat mrely 
^uarraesing if less than a aaoking gun in itself, as other oicloauros indicate. It would mt 
taxe isucn mori? vhjm^tMs to go togethex' as a snokiiXg gtci. v-nd if nobody else Ixad this stuff* 

several sen Jiad, one ^laanatt and t]iat meant at least Golson. Hunt, 
nat^.If unxe su<ni is mudiy available tjjon there has to be more and tJje cloeet-openere d© 

SS J blackmail notion. It was a real asset to Nixon and i* 

^ of the few ways Fo^*s excessive sycophancy when it cl<.’arly was against intciest can be 
e^xaxned. He Mu not Mve to solicit the hardcore for 1976. He had it. He risked the moderates. 
Utilise* ii'osaxble ©xjilanation, need, trofn pressure tix^ dirtyntuff* 






iaaying football too long unbeliaeted can explain Ford's stupidity but not that of 
his staff, While they are not of the calibre of those before Nixon they are not dopes and 
had to Icnow Ford's course was no-win* Their inabilii^ to stop hjja and in the end their 
participation has to nean 2 iot that they also knew ^not iiapossiile) as iraich aa that he 
was imyieldlng. What reason could he iKSwe for this other than ctKspiilsiGn? Iiong 
cfbBost as soon an ho was oonfiraied, I started a file I was not able to keep up because 
the voluTTO was too gr^^at, Ford aa Nixcm's Nixon (or Hj.xon*s It was that risible. 

Not erfjn Ford is this big a dope. It can^t be oxplainod as lo^^ty, either, 

I tlaijil all j other possib5.1i.ti'^s arc pret% jawh eli?^\ated. 

How I haron t been able to follow this as closely as I'd like because of eserfiencies 
of which you know only -joiae. However, in the stoiy X di.d have chance to read I noted 
such ovasivenests ns "coiummitiAtioa" which is li-rdly the full range of contact. If 1*ere 
hid been no "co;.TT-:uuication” on pardon at any ti®j, that does not raean there was no deal, 

I find the US® of senanties pefsauative that there was a behind-the-sceaes in 

this connoction I find it significant that Maig stayed on for only a week after the deed 
was doiie, deSjU-to the fact that he was both a diattiict liability to Fom an inte 3 ®al 
irritant u5.th disasterous effect on the Ford staff, ^*o poig yerpdts this by accident, 
flai.,:r had a job to do, did it and then went back to Ms lush jsastures .and future, 

I think I have an earlier JBOrso indicating the belief speed was neceesaiy to foreclose 
not^cnly tha indictnont but tho consefiUGneos* I tliink the grand jury would have insisted on 
indicting and wouVi hare rebelled against JaworsJ'rl, There w&s not only forest hasara to 
the party in this ,-md lindtless m\i exposure, but what there is tm Ford could have cose out. 
The kind of thing nobody ever thinks about, like his being filled in because he was 
minority Leader {an explained to his unhelac^ted heaa) and had to know, fchich made ids 
silence aisprison and obstruction of justice, b^aiiar situation when he was told of 
noi3xnation, explained as his need to xnow, 'iSie possxbiliMes of entrai^^nt are alnsost 
vfithout liroit if we can't kiw)w of any for sure, 

Nliat is also important has been i^iored, savegt for the leaked story <ai the heildesian— 
^hrlichman threats, wMeh I do credit in full, until today's inadequate AMerson colum. 

^ has such too little on Bhr, aa the patjty and too little on what tapes show* 
was deliberatel;^’- kept in the dark on the taping despite Ms lank, TMs raeeuas hs was set 
up on m not anlir in what is out but possibly aore in what isn't. It is alaoet a year 
ainco he started isakiag threats, I reisoajber my coivaonts on a lATtmeo story he only 
apjMsared to deny. Ne pointedly detded nothing of consequence in It. This put the hat 
on Nixon and say veil be one of the rs>ascns I got that tirjascrlpt*What has to be is 
that as soon as Bhr learned of the tapes he knew he was a patsy but because of his own 
deep involvcaentn in o,j, end other crimes, he had to plaa<- it cool until ha could Kive, 

Tills he started the first of the yfiar, 

Hovitevar, the pardon of Nixon out him and daidemn in a very bad spot because it 
latiimt Hiiron was inEame and they no lon^r had any hold on hia. They knew he was over the 
li.be, real sick, and that their streTigth had been ho was as vulnerable as they. His resi^ia- 
tion was the first sign. Or its te-inenoe. His pardon is too ouch* Once he mas pardoned 
they were cookad. 



Now all the stories about Nixoa not being able to take, the fifth are fali». Me 
has axiy number o’f' legit, reasons for refusing and ttiese ear. t be diaaissed by offers 
of iEiisunity because they are state not federal charges that'ean be filed, aside fiosi 
tills I think he could extend it to c3.vil suits. But regardless there cm be ‘^cliforaia, 

Ikiw York, Nevada, District of Colusbia, Florida state cases off the top of the 
city caees in L.A., NYC, D.C., Leo ^^e.^as, prete.bly others like I'allas, So he in subject 
to self-incrirdnatLon. And this assumes that the pardon is le^ mid nroper, not a 
'.rioiation of the decisions interprotation of the sp^, prosceuW's charter. 

Ford r^UKiination of Silbert is too stupid to be sti^id, J^t is a payoff with great 
risk attached. It may also be to L^ar and me iieoause I have already Bug«^sted to him that 
X ask to be iieard aui a witness. There is eru>u^ IM WvIlV but I have more.' In paying 
ijxlbert ofj; and nutiiiig tliia great adsk he also aosures n friendly prosecutor in DC, 

-V. w mo ret|ire to m analysis wiiou Jaworski was ad;X)inted,I did not then assum 
he would wMtewash under any and aix cdrctaatances, icather did I beiievi^ tiiat he 



would serve whfit at any ffioitent he rc-earded. ns the Kstablishaent’s primary interest. If 
this ra«?ant heljd.n^ duiap Hixon, no prohlatn, es;^. when Kixon alrast deKaticled it, having 
no rtial alternative. Hovfeverj with an. unalected PreaiAent arid no Vice IVosident, I can't 
no-ti visualise his considering doing anjdiLng about Ford. That wo41d crfiate evon more 
ohooB, xiot ]^.litioal and econiMic. "^t would create an oven More uiipreceaentc'd 

sxtiaation, (Toufechstonei hts charter of conplf^te independence ^vc hia aaple reason 
for refusing to give Ford, any opinion Ford, could cite, i>ut h* did it.) 
iiou^ translation* Jaworakl is not Ford's collaborator. ... 

X*s! days behind, in tho napers and nof^is, I have, in fact, started r. socoad. to-read 
file, th(; /iswer st?iff. x haven't rea(t th«3 Fnst htjreats sfc^jtxy story jart. Your new clips 
are iu it, iJo I laay 1?8 isiosing much lujrdcd for analysis. 

..ieenuse 1 have to gc for *h.l soon a hnsti?” skin of yi>',!r 9/t 1 , 



Agreed on urgoncj'’. 

Is there any conflict between an advance if indirect deal and his being forced? 

I think no*. Thu deal is the blackaail in itt»uf# 

lixoiFt* siokrioaic is i’eru., 1*b surt;, ills paz’anoia has tajoen hold and ho lino nous 
of the restraints of the past* oould be ermsy enough to be K*Mng this worse to 
avoid uedng cellefi as a witness, too. Or for other dodges. Ki^r .ref ..istil to be hcspitali^ied 
aba letting it be said that he was cure if be wywit in he'd not cons out ciliTc is ri'«d 
Baranoifx or real Byaantine, 

Tno uwjof B^jcker, a r^ crook who figured in e I’ord effort to tr-i.bo **olfooa to 
get boiyglas is a aiveawaf'", Forjt had to usn sorsviiMS who dared rsot leak. Me iias to haye 
(WioUi?h. on j>eck«»r frc?.i. their <Joa.on -jaot. 



i tiaiik tills is the iteal Jileewis, an ©J^ploitation of coincidence. AcjKitition is, 
unaerstand, not Chat tmeoasoa, Especially ti’ he went off aodicatian and refused tlse 
indicateti juu’ prei-iounlj’- cuccoasful treataent. (Fact x is I think he’d wulcoiae paia,too) 

I invfj Tio touble believing the dcfsl could have included Meldcnan and *hr. I >?ould 
be rolU'itant to believe Ford would dare more. And I can see how a flipped GL can becoae 
|art of tlie H and B dofmiaeo, forst by his unavailability as a witneoR an;’ then becuuss 
they wei’fc taicuig his orders anu can claia hoidini,' them down froE what they wore, ^^"his 
can be yrov«n,He was pret'ty wild, exa’nple N Korean, 

The tapes ana records dsel is subject to dofanse coui-sel upsetidng* I^ve tried 
on uesar a foriiaila* for and otlwrs, Lessr seen it as possible. Put they can file 
aid sorts o# aovss, troa injia^stlons up. They can and I tMnk will keep this material 
from leaving i)*U. Watch i3yrd (WYs) «i this, 

i see nothing to keep the currmt and first WG grand jury running awg^ still. I 
thinlc they cais. irako a prescntBcnt and 1 c;an see then w5,th tlioir own Ir-tcrruwitaiion, 
that the pardon itself was iHosal, with Jawoi»ki, even if he sits on it, not necessarily 
able to either suppress or dcfcai thiatt. The uproar would ruin him and that tlirs r j.ck old 
fink can’t want. (I’m surprised, zsort; the staff didn't go, but some may bo waitijig to 
be able to pressure more.) had o:‘^otcd move than the one dGpa>*tur;' , } 

I think it is pz'obably significant that the family took the lead in saying Alsam 
was real sick and then poopoohint that he was realareal sick.I also think Pat sdlence 
and iaviaicdlity are probably signilidant. Because i have always thou^dit that Bixem 
was a aen-Ealiy sick man all hlo life tlda ticeiK I do not ssc a real puton. T-ti -irig 
and pre, iifiinary a^-oaiBsions S£y be important, Te me the real blow cesses from sy ofiti 
facliaf about the 'oasio nature of }iis emotional prohlesi, tbs reaU. nation tJifxt hs is 
iiotiiing, always has been nothing and even when President reiaained a sclf-conoeived 
nothing, ilaving failed to roiaain unlmpeached he has now tho proof poclUvc that he 
can no longer ignore, by Uce and by Hiss he really is still nothing, tx '*’’nia alone con be 
too much. Wirhout the pazranoia, etc. 

Sony the pickup of i41 leaves no time for raiding and correcting. Hops typing 
not as bad ao usual. However, for whatrrser scanty solace it saay be it ^ blfiokert 
B-ope STM/W had mad® couplote rticovery. Beat, 



